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Oral History
Reception Honors

Dorothy Bryant

The Historical Society’s reception on
June 1 to celebrate Dorothy Bryant’s
oral history, Dorothy Bryant: A Writer’s
Life in Berkeley, was very successful..
More than 50 people attended who
enjoyed the presentation by Ms. Bryant and her interviewer, Charlotte Nolan, who read from the transcript and
talked about the background of the
interview. Ms. Bryant also told about
her writer’s life in connection with her
latest book, The Berkeley Pit, and an
earlier work, Prisoners. A lively question and answer period followed.
Publishing of this oral history was
made possible by a generous anonymous donor. Archival copies will be
deposited at The Bancroft Library,
UC-Berkeley (by Fall 2008); the Berkeley History Room at the Berkeley Public Library Central Branch; and the
Oakland History Room at the Oakland Public Library. Steve Rosen videotaped this event.
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Philip K. Dick’s
Life in Our City
Part One
By Maureen Foster

In 2008, Philip K. Dick’s reputation
as one of our country’s most distinPhilip K. Dick - “The Young Author’s guished writers of science fiction is set
Club” portrait
not only in America but also around
the world. The author of over 40 novels, over 120 stories, and recipient of the prestigious Hugo Award, along with
many other honors, died in March 1982 at the age of 53. Two months later the
film Blade Runner was released, based upon his novel Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep? – a film that is revered as a classic of science fiction, futurism
and dystopian cautionary tales. Philip K. Dick was a complex and complicated
man; a genius, a philosopher, an autodidact, a drug addict, a dreamer, a man
of extreme passions both spiritual and sensual, a lover of women who was married five times.
The journey to the author’s
present day iconic status has
its beginning in the city of
Berkeley, specifically in a small,
two-story house located at
1126 Francisco Street. Dick’s
fledgling career as a writer of
science fiction for magazines
was a tenuous means of earning a living, and his wife at
the time, Kleo Apostolides,
recalls that one day in 1952
they went outside to find seventeen manuscripts scattered
on the porch “all having been
rejected on the same day.”
Although Dick launched his
career in the house on Francisco and the 1950s saw the
publication of numerous novels and scores of stories, his
Berkeley roots go back even
further.
C O N T I N U E D O N pa ge 3

The History Center is located in the
Veterans Memorial Building
1931 Center St., Berkeley, CA 94701
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1190
Berkeley, CA 94701 510-848-0181
Margot Lind
N e w s letter Editor

Dale Smith
DE S I G N a nd production

Board of Directors
Margot Lind

Carl Wikander

CO - P res ident

C O - Pre sident

Carole BennettSimmons

Judy Kennedy

Secreta ry

Phil Gale
T re as urer

Ken Cardwell
Steven Finacom
Tom Edwards
Ed Herny

Secretary

John Aronovici
AnaLuisa Coplan
Past CO-President

Greta Olsen
Dale Smith
Allen Stross
stefen

Thank
You

Carroll Brentano for her contribution to
the L.L. Stein Endowment Fund
Gibbs-Smith Publishing for their Life
Membership of $500
Berkeley Chamber of Commerce for their
Business Membership of $100
Susan Taylor, Bob Fabry, and Ann K.V.
Tussing for their Supporting Memberships of $100
George and Helene E. Strauss for their
$75 membership
Lynne and Audel Davis, Richard Finch,
Marjorie Brown and Albert Daft, Jane
and John Edginton, the George
Crowe Family for their Contributing Memberships of
$50.

Margot Lind, Carl Wikander

Letter from the
Presidents

ing those innovations that actually
occurred here first – the use of lie
detectors by the police, for example – from those that we might assume happened here first – wheelchair-accessible sidewalks come
to mind – but in reality hadn’t. Be
sure to stop by and see the display
documenting Berkeley’s history of
innovation.
Finally, it’s a pleasure to announce
the recent publication of two books
that make significant contributions
to Berkeley history. Charles Wollenberg’s Berkeley: A City in History is a wonderfully written overview
of the major trends in the city’s
existence from its earliest settlers
though the upheavals of the 1960’s
and on to the present. A more specialized book is Berkeley Bohemia,
which focuses on the artists and
visionaries of the early twentieth
century. It is the work of Ed Herny,
Shelley Rideout, and Katie Wadell,
all with strong ties to the BHS as
board members and volunteers.
Both books, as well as others that
help to define the Berkeley character, are available for purchase at
the History Center.

As Margot Lind and I begin our
term as co-presidents of Berkeley
Historical Society, we first would
like to acknowledge the fine work
done on behalf of the BHS by our
predecessors in office, John Aronovici and Ana Luisa Coplan. They
exemplify the volunteer spirit that
makes organizations such as ours
possible. And it is always an appropriate time to recognize the
devotion and abilities of our board
members and volunteers who lead
the walking tours, staff the History
Center and are responsible for our
presence at the other events – such Carl Wikander
as the upcoming Solano Stroll this
September 14 – that have become
a yearly BHS tradition. There is alIn Memoriam
ways a need for more volunteers to
help us in our activities, and we urge Former BHS president, archiany of you who want to be active in vist, and board member Ken
BHS to contact 510-848-0181.
Pettitt passed away April 26,
2008. Born in Berkeley in 1929,
We recently made the front page of he was a Cal graduate, and a
the San Francisco Chronicle…and long-time resident of the Elmit wasn’t for one of those scandals wood neighborhood. Ken was
that populate the rag trade. Rather, a reference librarian for many
it was for The Berkeley First exhibit years at Yale University and the
put together by Linda Rosen that California History Room at the
is on display at the History Cen- State Library. His book, A Berketer now and through September ley Antebellum, describes his
27. Noted for the thoroughness of Berkeley childhood and shows
her research, Rosen has culled the his love of Berkeley history.
wheat from the chaff in distinguish2

Androids
Continued from page 1

Phil was enrolled in the fourth and fifth grades at Hillside School and later in the sixth grade at Oxford School,
where he drew the cover for the June 1940 yearbook. His
frequent absences from school were the result of chronic
problems with tachycardia (episodes of rapid heartbeat)
and asthma, exacerbated by the fact that Phil was bored
in school and did not want to be there. His attention was
elsewhere; he taught himself to type, and began to write
poetry. In October of 1942 he published a poem in the
“Young Authors’ Club” column of the Berkeley Gazette.

Hills of Vacant Lots
Philip Kindred Dick was born to Dorothy Kindred and Edgar Dick in Chicago on December 16, 1928. He was a fraternal twin, although his sister, Jane, did not survive past
six weeks. The family relocated to Colorado, and, in 1931
to the Bay Area, finally settling in Berkeley. Here Phil attended the Bruce Tatlock School [location unknown], an
experimental preschool. Dick’s biographer Lawrence Sutin
writes, in Divine Invasions: A Life of Philip K. Dick, that the
school’s records for summer of 1931 describe Phil at age
two as “a lover of peace and often steps aside rather than
have an argument;” a child who “talks remarkably well, has
an intellectual curiosity and a keen interest in everything
about him,” and is overall “a splendidly adjusted child.”

Astounding, Amazing,
Unknown
“I was twelve when I read my first science fiction magazine,” Phil later wrote. In a 1978 interview he told Joe Vitale, “I got interested in science fiction, however, totally
by mistake. I was interested in science when I was a boy. I
wanted to be a paleontologist. One day I went to the local
candy store to buy a copy of Popular Science and came
across something by mistake called Stirring Science Stories. I didn’t really know what it was but it only cost fifteen
cents (a nickel more than a comic book). What it turned out
to be, or course, was a science fiction magazine – at that
time called Pseudo-Science. And boy, there were some really great stories in there.”

Dorothy and Edgar divorced in 1933 and, for a time, Dorothy took Phil to live in Washington, D. C., but brought her
son back to Berkeley in 1938. The city’s intellectual climate
must have suited Phil’s independent-minded mother, who
transferred from her government job in Washington to a
position with the Berkeley office of the U. S. Department of
Forestry. She rented an apartment for them at 560 Colusa
Avenue. In a brief memoir that was later published in the
Philip K. Dick Society Newsletter, Phil recalled that “my
mother took me back to Berkeley and we began to have
cats. We lived in the Berkeley hills, which in those days were
mostly vacant lots. Mice rustled about and so did cats. I began to think of cats as a necessary part of the household.”

In 1941 Phil entered Garfield Junior High and lived with
Dorothy in a cottage behind a house at 1212 Walnut
Street. By this time, Sutin records, “Phil became a voracious collector of SF pulps, haunting the second-hand
bookstores of Berkeley…he owned stacks of Astounding,
Amazing, Unknown, and Unknown Worlds.” In junior high
and high school Phil’s poems and stories were published
fifteen times in the Gazette. Among them was a science
fiction tale entitled The Slave Race, referring to androids
created by humans as a source of slave labor, who ultimately rebel against their creators. It is a theme to which
he would return decades later in Do Androids Dream of
Electric Sheep?

“I remember especially his typewriter,” recalls
daughter Isa. “It was an Olympia that he had bought
in 1964, and from which he never parted.”

Photo courtesy of the Philip K. Dick Trust

Phil further recalled, “at about the same time, I discovered the Oz books. Librarians haughtily told me that they
‘did not stock such fantastic material,’ their reasoning being that books of fantasy led a child into a dream world
and made it difficult for him to adjust properly to the ‘real’
world. But my interest in the Oz books was, in point of fact,
the beginning of my love for fantasy, and, by extension,
science fiction.”
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Dorothy attempted to remedy Phil’s boredom with his education by sending him to California Preparatory School
in Ojai, but the many letters he wrote her during this year
made it clear that it didn’t suit him any more than any other
school, and a good deal less. He returned to Garfield for
the ninth grade, where he battled debilitating attacks of
vertigo. In the spring semester of 1944 Phil began attending Berkeley High School and in that same year, moved
with Dorothy to a two-story house at 1711 Allston Way.
During his high school years he continued to suffer the
effects of his childhood asthma and tachycardia, the ongoC ontinued on pa ge 4

BIKE PATROL

1910 - 1912

Pictured from left, Officers C.D. Lee, H.P. Lee, Cosby, Leonard, Jones, Fraser, Kelley, Heide, De Pue, Davis, Wooley, Jam
Richardson, Wychoff, Becker

Captain Volmer’s New Patrol Program

25 Bicycles Sold to Berkeley Police Department
Chief August Vollmer was determined
to provide the latest in crime fighting
equipment. Traditionally, officers patrolled on foot but, as the city grew,
response times slowed.
In 1907, in response to a shortage of
deputies, Chief August Vollmer proposed to the town trustees that bicycles be furnished to the officers; the

request was finally granted in 1910. He
created Berkeley’s first police bicycle
patrol because he wanted to get his
officers off their feet so that they could
respond faster. When Vollmer mobilized his beat officers on bicycles, he
laid out the beats in accordance with
the number of calls anticipated from
each part of the city.

The following year he replaced the
bicycles with the largest official police
motorcycle patrol in the West, following the lead of Detroit, Michigan,
which had established a motorcycle
squad in 1908.
The Putzker family owned the shop
where the bicycles were purchased.
They were early Berkeley residents,

Boxes containing the bicycles for August Vollmer’s officers line the sidewalk in front of
Putzker’s Bicycle Shop where they were purchased; right: Putzker’s Bicycle Shop, 2186 Shattuck
Avenue
Left:
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meson, Boyd, Woods, Captain Volmer, Kohler, Wilson, Javette, Mattson, Leonard, Penning, Vinter, Shackelton,

BIKE PATROL

2008
car Putzker, Otto’s brother, helped at
the bike store, but was also an officer
for the Berkeley Police Department
for a number of years and rose to the
rank of Sergeant. The family which included Otto, Oscar, Ralph, Leo, and
Anna or Anita, resided at 2600 Telegraph Avenue.

Front row: Officer Rashawn Cummings, Officer Chris Waite,
Officer Brian Mathis
Back Row: Officer Melissa Kelly, Officer Frank Landrum, Sgt.
Joseph Okies

beginning in the early 1870s. Albin
Putzker became the first UC Professor of German in 1874. One of his
students was Lillian Moller Gilbreth
of Cheaper by the Dozen fame. The
family operated their bicycle sales

and repair shop at 2142 and/or 2186
Shattuck Avenue for many years. They
also sold electrical and auto supplies.
Son Otto Putzker ran the bicycle shop
along with other family members. Os-
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Today’s Berkeley Police Bicycle Squad
consists of five officers and a Sergeant. They work several shifts and
patrol a number of Berkeley’s central
areas such as the downtown business
district, parks, and school areas. They
are also stationed in the Adeline Avenue corridor and the Telegraph Avenue business district. Officers also respond to a multitude of special events
such as protests, sporting events, and
other community needs. Their presence is welcomed and appreciated by
Berkeley’s citizens.
The photo at left was taken July 3,
2008 in front of the Ronald T. Tsukamoto Public Safety Building.

Photo Contest

Androids

The Berkeley Historical Society is soliciting entries for its How Berkeley
Can You Be photography contest. Images will be exhibited in the Berkeley
School District lobby (old City Hall)
and winners will receive prizes in the
form of gift certificates to local photographic establishments. The deadline is Saturday, November 1, 2008,
at 4 pm.

Continued from page 3

Guidelines:
1. Each contestant may submit
		 only ONE image
2. Minimum image size is 8”x10”,
		 maximum 16”x20”, including
		 mat
3. Images should be matted and
		 ready for mounting
4. Prints from digital or film, in
		 black & white or color, are all
		 allowed
5. Subject matter must relate to
		 the “How Berkeley Can you
		 Be?” theme
6. Berkeley historical images may
		 come from the past or present
Images should be hand-delivered to the
Berkeley Historical Society, 1931 Center Street (Veterans Memorial Building)
on Thursdays, Fridays, or Saturdays between 1pm and 4 pm during October
and on Saturday, November 1. Please
do not leave photos if the Center is not
open. For more information, please contact Allen Stross at 510-848-0181.

Dorothy Bryant
Continued from page 1

Dorothy Bryant: A Writer’s Life in
Berkeley, is 118 pages long, with photographs. It is for sale at the History
Center, 1931 Center Street, at $14 for
members and $16 for non-members.
It is also available via mail order by
writing to: Berkeley Historical Society, PO Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701.
Please include a check to Berkeley
Historical Society: $18 for members;
and $20 for non-members.
Therese Pipe
Oral History Acting Coordinator

ing vertigo, as well as agoraphobia and claustrophobia. The psychiatrist he saw
regularly while attending Berkeley High later described Phil’s symptoms, such
as sweats and shortness of breath, as panic attacks – and assessed that Phil
began writing science fiction “to dissociate – in other words, to escape.” Phil
withdrew from classes at Berkeley High in February of his senior year (1947),
but home schooling enabled him to graduate in June.
IIn his introduction to The Selected Letters of Philip K. Dick, James Blaylock
wrote, “probably the unhappiness of certain parts of his childhood magnified that which was wrong with the world, that which he feared and cast the
threatening shadow which clouds nearly all his novels – the iron prison, the
half-life decay, the shifting landscapes, the people like androids, the unsettling
knowledge that things fall apart. Fortunately for us he saw something funny in
the world.”
It was at the age of fifteen that Phil had embarked on a completely new adventure, in the midst of his adolescent fears, phobias, and aversion to school,
that was his path to adulthood, to the man, the philosopher, the empathic and
the writer he was to become. He took at job as a clerk at University Radio and
Electronics (URE) located at 2165 Shattuck Avenue. The proprietor was Herb
Hollis, who also owned Art Music at 2328 Telegraph where Phil would eventually work as well. Hollis became a friend, a mentor, and father figure to Phil and
the inspiration for many of the characters in his later books.
Sutin describes Hollis as a “driven, eccentric, droll, protective, autocratic
dreamer and small-time finagler.” As a young man he “hankered, in fantasy,
for the life of a writer and he always liked to surround himself with creative
types; his employees were often budding artists from the Berkeley scene.”
He was “susceptible to strays—faintly distracted, odd-seeming Berkeley idealists—who wandered into his orbit…Phil, budding artist and stray, was a favorite of Hollis’s from the beginning.”
A handwritten note to his fellow employees (c. 1952), while he was manager of
Art Music, is a mini-training manual that reveals Phil’s knowledge of the business peppered by his sense of humor:
“Read Schwann catalog as soon as it comes out for new releases. Read ads
therein especially. Mr. Reider Torsen, Underhill 3-5513 handles a million little
brands; try him first for unknown small brands. He does not come in here: don’t
change that. Phone your orders to his office; don’t let him come in. He, Torsen,
will load you up, cuz he is a good old-fashioned salesman. Instead, phone over
there and talk to Dick Nelson who is a good egg and whom you can rely on.
If he says is good, is good. He won’t load you up. Torsen will recommend 20
of each.”
Berkeley Renaissance
At the age of nineteen Phil left his mother’s home and moved to 2208 McKinley
Street. As much a nexus of literary life as it was a boarding house, the McKinley
residence was also home at various times to several avant garde poets regarded as proto-beat or as highly influential on the incipient beat culture.
Robert Duncan, a prominent figure in gay culture, was there with Gerald Ackerman, a future art historian who was a friend of Phil’s from Berkeley High
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School. Duncan and poet Jack Spicer, also a housemate, regarded their work as the “Berkeley Renaissance” (reflected in Spicer’s
eponymous poem). Other residents included visionary surrealist
poet Philip Lamantia and George Haimsohn, later the co-author
and co-lyricist of the off-Broadway musical comedy Dames at Sea.
Phil’s new friends on McKinley were his gateway to the classics, to
the wider world of literature that he would explore over the next
several years and embrace for the rest of his life. Years later he
told interviewer Richard A. Lupoff that “the milieu of Berkeley at
that time—in the late forties—required that you have a fairly good
grounding in the classics…If you hadn’t read something like Tom
Jones or Ulysses you were just dead, as far as being a guest anywhere…I had read lots of science fiction, but the pressure of the
milieu was overwhelming…I’m glad that the Berkeley of the late
forties/early fifties forced me to read things like The Red and the
Black and Madame Bovary… they taught me a lot about writing…
Maupassant taught me a lot about how to write a short story. So did
Farrell and some of the other New Yorker short story writers.
Part Two will appear in the Winterl 2008 newletter. © Maureen
Fost

k

ThanYou...

The home where Phillip K. Dick lived with his wife,
Kleo, 1950-1958.

Become a part of History . . .
your annual donation supports the Berkeley
Historical Society, an all-volunteer 501(c)3
organization, to archive and promote Berkeley
history. Your membership dues include a 1-year
Newsletter subscription and merchandise
discounts at the Berkeley History Center. Thank
you for your contribution.
o $20 Individual o $100 Business
o $25 Family
o $250 Sponsor (5 yrs)
$50 Contributor
o
o $500 Life Member

O n behalf of Berkeley . . .

for your
tremendous support.

W E A R E P R E S E RV I N G B E R K E L E Y ’ S H I S TO RY:
Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________________________________
State ________________________________________________ Zip ______________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ___________________________________________________________________________
HISTORY INTERESTS/SUGGESTIONS:

volunteers maintain the Berkeley History Center
and serve on the board of directors. We are a
happy bunch. Join us for fun archiving, exhibit
and event planning, scanning photographs and
staffing the History Center. Learn something
new everyday and smile alot knowing that you
preserve Berkeley history. We’ve got projects
involving 4 hours a month. Need the particulars?
Give us a call at 510-848-0181, ThursdaySaturday, 1–4 p.m. or drop us a note. We
especially need help with:
o Filing archives o Cataloguing photos
o Preparing exhibits o Staffing the Center
o Organizing
o _______________

and the Berkeley History
Center & Museum
Veterans Memorial Building

1931 Center St. Berkeley CA 94701
510-848-0181
MAILING ADDRESS:

POB 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701
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Fall Events at the Berkeley
History Center
The Berkeley Historical Society has
an exciting fall season coming up.
First will be a program by Berkeley
author David Weinstein who has
just written a book called It Came
From Berkeley, filled with vivid accounts and wonderful pictures of
some of Berkeley’s finest accomplishments. Please join us for David’s presentation and book signing
on Sunday, October 19 from 2pm
to 4pm.
Our next exhibit will be on Charles
and Louise Keeler. BHS board
member Ed Herny will curate the
exhibit, sharing the treasures he
has collected over the many years
about the Keeler’s lives and the role
they played in Berkeley’s history.
“The Keelers have been neglected
in Berkeley’s early history, especially Louise. They are the ultimate
bohemian couple, the epitome of
creative and artistic expression.” In
conjunction with the opening there
will be a book signing for Berkeley
Bohemia, Artists and Visionaries of
the Early 20th Century which was
coauthored by BHS board members Ed Herny, Shelley Rideout and
Katie Wadell. The exhibit is scheduled to open on November 2.
On Sunday, November 16, former
board member Therese Pipe will
be hosting a panel discussion on
Women in Publishing with Pat
Cody as moderator. The panel will
feature a number of women who
have owned and operated independent bookstores in Berkeley,
including Cody’s Books, Moe’s
Books and University Press Books.
Learn what motivated these outstanding women and how they
managed to stay in business. Listen
as they share some of the many
lessons they have learned on the
job - about books, people and life.
Time to be announced.
Carole Bennett-Simmons
BHS Program Chair

Calendar of Events
September 27 – Walking Tour: Oakland’s Walkway and Streetcard Heritage,
10:00am. For more information, call Oakland Heritage Alliance, 510-763-9218.
September 27-Walking Tour: Nut Hill,
10:00am. For more information, call Berkeley Historical Society, 510-848-8181.
September 28 – House Tour: Ala.meda
Legacy House Tour, 11:00am. For more
information, call the Alameda Museum,
510-523-5907
September 28 – Walking Tour: Richmond
Boulevard, 10:00am. For more information, call Oakland Heritage Alliance, 510763-9218.
October 1 – Walking Tour: Claremont and
The Uplands, 10:00am. For more information, call Berkeley Path Wanderers,
510-848-2944
October 2 – Walking Tour: El Cerrito Hills
Creeks, 9:00am. For more information, call
Friends of Five Creeks, 510-524-9122.
October 4 – Lecture: Preservation Stories,.
Hillside Club, 2286 Cedar, Berkeley. For
more information, call Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association, 510-841-2242.
October 11 – Walking Tour: Old and New
Emeryville, 10:00am. For more information, call Berkeley Path Wanderers, 510655-5773.
October 11 – Walking Tour: Boundary
Walk, 10:00am. For more information, call
Berkeley Historical Society, 510-848-8181.

October 19 – Lecture: It Came From Berkeley, 2:00pm. For more information, call
Berkeley Historical Society, 510-848-8181.
October 25 – Walking Tour: Claremont
Paths, 10:00am. For more information, call
Berkeley Historical Society, 510-848-8181.
October 28 – House Tour: Historic San
Antonio Neighborhood, 1:00pm. For more
information, call Oakland Heritage Alliance, 510-763-9218.
November 1 – Walking Tour: Albany History, 10:00am. For more information, call
Berkeley Path Wanderers, 510-848-9358.
November 6- Walking Tour: South of
Campus Churches, 10:00am. For more information, call Berkeley Historical Society,
510-848-8181.
November 16 – Panel: Women in Publishing. For more information, call Berkeley
Historical Society, 510-848-8181.
November 22 – Walking Tour: Aquatic
Park, 10:00am. For more information, call
Berkeley Historical Society, 510-848-8181.

Wanted

The BHS is in need of a television
so that we can show DVD’s of our
film collection. If you are thinking
of getting rid of your old analog
TV, please think of us.
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Berkeley, CA 94701
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