Volume 28, Number 3

Winter 2010

The Marstons in
Berkeley
Part 2: The Children
Phil Gale
Photo courtest of Phil Gale

In the Winter 2005 issue of the
newsletter, Phil Gale wrote about Captain
William Marston, born in Maine in 1835
and arrived in San Francisco in May 1860.
He spent many years as a ship’s captain in the
California-Hawaii sugar trade. He met his wife Idela Reed, when she was accompanying a girl from Honolulu to San Francisco. She was
born in Maine in 1862 and her family moved to Hawaii in 1880. She returned to San Francisco and taught school in Shasta and Mendocino
counties. She and Captain Marston married in 1884.

They lived aboard the ships he captained until he left the sea in 1891 and moved to San Francisco where they lived in rooming houses. In 1893
they bought a house in Berkeley at Vine and Arch streets. Both became very involved in civic activities

C

aptain William Harrington Marston,
his wife, Idela Alice Reed Marston, and
the young family came to Berkeley in May
1893. They had three children who were
born in San Francisco before the move to
Berkeley and three more who were born in
Berkeley.
Sibyl was the eldest. She was born in San
Francisco in February 1885. Between
the time she was born and the arrival in
Berkeley, the family lived in either rooming
houses ashore or aboard ship. When the
Captain was supervising the construction
of new ships, the “Andrew Welch” and
the “R.P. Rithet”, the entire family lived
in rooming houses in Glasgow, Scotland.
At this time, her mother probably home

schooled Sibyl. Her schooling after her
arrival is somewhat clouded as no records
have been discovered. It may have been
that she attended private schools.

Sibyl lived the family home at 1500 Arch
St. until her mother and sister went to
Europe in 1929. She then moved to Fairfax
in Marin County in 1945.

During the 1912 era she was coaching
fencing at the University of California.
Her fencing skills were at such a level that
she was scheduled to fight the top amateur
woman from Great Britain. As reported in
the New York Times, Sibyl traveled to New
York only to find that she was considered
a professional due to the fact that she was
a coach. Unfortunately, she was unable
to fight the woman from Great Britain
without jeopardizing the amateur status of
her opponent.

I

remember Sibyl in the Fairfax home. It
was in deep shade as she had developed a
form of blindness and could not see in bright
light. I remember her as a rather eccentric
white-haired older woman living in a home
filled with the mementoes of her father.
Sadly, the house burned early in the 1960’s.
She then lived in rental houses in Marin
County until failing health brought her to
rest homes in Contra Costa County where
she passed away in 1975 at the age of 90.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Needed – Two
Saturday Docent
Assistants
If you love Berkeley history this is a
great opportunity for you! We need two
people, each from 1-3 pm on Saturday,
once a month, to help visitors at the
History center.
No experience necessary – you can learn
on the job. Please phone 510-848-0181.
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Berkeley Historical Society’s new exhibit,
“How Berkeley Can You Be?” highlights
the world’s
zaniest parade,
which lasted
from 1996
to 2008.
The event,
organized by
the University
Avenue
Association
and John
Soloman, who
was inspired
by Pasadena’s
“Doo Dah”
parade, brought
out Berkeley’s
creative best. The parade lovingly satirized
well-known Berkeley clichés. The largest
West Coast Art Car Fest began there in
1999. Featuring photographs by Allen

Stross and other photographers. Exhibit
runs from Thursday, February 24 through
Saturday,
April 23 at
the Historical
Society Center
in the Veteran’s
memorial
building,
1931Center
Street. Regular
hours are
Thursday,
Friday, Saturday
from 1-4 p.m.
Telephone 8480181. Wheelchair
accessible. The
“Golden Bear
Pioneers” exhibit has ended.

Next Exhibit
The History of the Berkeley Consumers
Cooperative
Therese Pipe
The next BHS museum exhibit
will feature the history of the
Berkeley Co-op, curated by
Therese Pipe. The Historical
Society will display its
collection of memorabilia
and records of the Berkeley
Co-op, remembered by many
Berkelyans.

In addition, the public is invited
to bring in items from their
home collections. A contest
will be held for the person
who holds the lowest Coop membership number.
Information on the opening date will be coming
soon.

Two New Coordinators
Take Over Oral
History
Therese Pipe
Former Oral History Coordinator
Oral history committee member Paul
Grunland was highly instrumental in
recruiting two talented young women
who have taken over as new Coordinators
for the BHS Oral History Program:
Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros.
They were both accepted by the BHS
Board in December and assumed their
positions on January 1, 2011.
Jeanine comes from an academic
background in Rhetoric and Tonya,
originally from Russia, has a background
in Mathematics and Sociology. Both
were trained in oral history techniques
and are currently finishing up a project
on the Golden Era of International House
at UC-Berkeley. Congratulations to both
of them!
Two BHS oral histories are nearing
publication as this newsletter goes to
press – the Paul Spenger oral history,
supervised and edited by Linda Rosen;
and the Kenneth Harvey Cardwell oral
history, produced by Paul Grunland,
Therese Pipe and John Aronovici.
Editor’s Note: The Berkeley Historical
Society would like to thank Therese Pipe
for her many years as head of the Oral
History Program.

A Paper Boy in Berkeley
Buzz Cardozo
I delivered the Berkeley Daily Gazette
in the late 1940s when I was in the sixth,
seventh and eight grades. The Gazette
was an evening paper that came out six
days a week with no Sunday edition. Its
competitor was the Oakland
Tribune, but most
people in Berkeley
subscribed to the
Gazette.
My route started at the
corner of Spruce Street
and Halkin Lane. It went
south on Spruce Street to
Montrose, down Montrose
to Santa Barbara Road. From
there it went north on Santa
Barbara Road to Florida Avenue,
then turned back south on Santa Barbara
Road as far as Northampton. It went east on
Northampton until it reached Spruce Street
where the route ended.
As almost all the houses were either steeply
uphill or downhill from the sidewalk, before
heading off, I folded the papers in a format
that made it easy to throw up or down the
stairs leading to each house. The paper was
usually only 16 or 18 pages and I had about 60+
subscribers on my route, so I could carry them
all in the canvas “paper bag” that went over my
shoulders.
If it was rainy weather, the papers that were
delivered to my home on Halkin Lane had to be
wrapped in waxed paper bread wrappers that
were supplied by the Gazette and usually had
the name of a large commercial bakery printed
on them. The only specific bread wrapper that I
remember was Wonder Bread, but I don’t think
it was the same each time. It wasn’t much fun
delivering in the rain.
One a month I knocked on each subscriber’s
door and, when it was answered, announced
“Collecting for the Berkeley Gazette.” The
monthly subscription was $1.00 per month
and I don’t recall anyone refusing to pay. One
old lady paid me an additional 25¢ a month to
deliver the paper to her doorstep. I earned about
$20 a month, which seemed to me to be a huge
amount of money. My dad convinced me to put
half of it into a saving account at the American
Trust Company Bank.

There was a large property with several houses
on Santa Barbara Road belonging to the
widow of Frederick Thomas. Frederick Thomas
had been the founding partner of a large San
Francisco law firm
and he was also
the brother of
John Hudson
Thomas,
a very
prominent
Berkeley
architect.
One of the
smaller
houses on
the property
was in a
slide area
and the front door would not close all the way.
When collecting the monthly subscription, I
knocked on the door as there wasn’t a doorbell
and when the occupant came to the door,
I looked inside. There were large abstract
paintings on the walls and I only learned years
later that it was the home of David Park, a
famous painter, and his wife.
I was always curious about architecture and
liked seeing the many different styles and sizes
of homes on my route. Next door to the Thomas
property was a handsome home that had been
built for Mr. Thomas’s law partner, Warren
Olney III, and was owned, when I delivered
the Gazette, by my retired first grade teacher at
Cragmont School, Mrs. Simms.
When I started the ninth grade I gave up my
daily paper route and took on a “Shopping
News” route which was only two days a
week and gave me more time for after school
activities. It was a throw-away paper that was
delivered to every house and had a much longer
route involving loading up my paper bag three
times.
As some kids would dump their papers into a
storm drain, inspectors came by to see that we
were delivering them as intended. I don’t think
I made as much, so I may have stopped putting
money in the savings account. I did that job
until the twelfth grade, when I got a part-time
job at John Dowd’s Associated Gas Station
located on the triangle at Shattuck and Rose.
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State Officials from Berkeley in 1911
Berkeley has always been well represented
in state government and several Berkeleyans
were state officials in 1911. This information
comes from California Blue State Roster,
1911.
FRIEND
WILLIAM
RICHARDSON
was appointed to the position of
Superintendent of State Printing
by Governor Hiram W. Johnson on
November 23, 1911, upon the resignation
of W W Shannon. Richardson is the
editor and manager of the Berkeley Daily
Gazette, and has for the past ten years
been the president of the California Press
Association. His newspaper and job plant

in Berkeley
is one of
the
best
e qu i p p e d
of its size in
the State.
He
was
born
in
Michigan,
but came
with his
parents
to
San

Bernardino when a very small boy. He
was raised in San Bernardino, and later
became the editor and proprietor of
the San Bernardino Daily and Weekly
Times-Index. In 1901 he sold that paper
and purchased the Berkeley Gazette,
which he still controls.

JOHN MORTON
ESHLEMAN
(Republican) was
born at Villa Ridge,
Illinois, June 14,
1876, and came to
California March
2, 1896. He worked
in a railroad camp
of the Southern
Pacific Company,
during
which
time he studied to
prepare himself for
4
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admission to the University of California,
entering in 1898. In 1902 he took his
AB with highest honors and, in 1903,
the degree of Master of Arts.
He was admitted to the bar and
appointed Deputy State Labor
Commissioner under Governor Pardee
and Commissioner W V Stafford. He
represented the Fifty-second District
(Berkeley) in the thirty-seventh session
of the Legislature. He was appointed,
under District Attorney (now Superior
Judge) Everett J. Brown, Deputy
District Attorney of Alameda County,
but was compelled by his health to
remove to the Imperial Valley.
On the formation of Imperial County,
August, 1907, Mr. Eshleman was elected its
first District Attorney, serving out his term.
In November, 1910, he was elected Railroad
Commissioner from the Third District and
chosen as president of the Commission in
January, 1911.
MAX THELEN (Republican) was born
in Nebraska in 1880 and came to San
Diego County, California, in 1888. He
graduated from National City, San Diego
County, public schools and high school and
worked for five years on ranch. He entered
University of California in August 1900 and
graduated in May 1904.
He attended Harvard Law School from
1904 to 1906 and then worked in the law
office of Olney & Olney in San Francisco
from November 1906 to May 1907. He
became assistant attorney and then
attorney for Western Pacific Railway
Company from May 1907 to April,
1911. He was attorney for California
State Railroad Commission April
1911 and was appointed a member
of Railroad Commission March 13,
1912.
He is first secretary and organizer
of
Berkeley
Lincoln-Roosevelt
Republican Club; vice-president of
City Club of Berkeley; a member
of the Common-wealth Club of San

Francisco, University of California Club,
and American
Society of International Law. He
is also a lecturer
on International
Law, University
of California and
the joint author
with John M.
Eshleman of the
public
utilities
act.
A R T H U R
A R L E T T
was born in Oakland, California on May
13, 1875. He went to public school there
until he was ten years old. He entered the
university of labor and hard knocks at that
age and learned the trade of bricklayer and
has been continuously engaged in building
construction. He was married in Anaconda,
Montana, in 1898, and has two daughters
and a son. He resides in Berkeley.
He has been a director of the Berkeley YMCA.
for ten years and is a member of the State
Executive Committee of the YMCA. He is
extensively engaged in general contracting
and building around San Francisco Bay and
in Oregon. He was appointed by Governor
Hiram W. Johnson as a member of the
Panama-Pacific International Exposition
Commission of the State of California, on
August 21, 1912, to fill the vacancy caused
by the death
of R.Cameron
R o g e r s
of
Santa
Barbara.
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The next child was
Ellery. He was born in
San Francisco on the
15th of March 1886, but
was almost born aboard
the bark the “Lady
Lampson” as the family
had only arrived from
Honolulu on the 4th of
March. Ellery died of
choking on a piece of
fruit while aboard the
“Andrew Welch” near
Tristan da Cunha Island
in the South Atlantic
Ocean on November
1888. They were on
the maiden voyage of
the “Andrew Welch”
going from Glasgow to
Australia via Cape of
Good Hope with a load
of railroad iron.

Photo courtest of Phil Gale

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Marston children circa 1912: Left to right: Sibyl, Elsa, Otis, Vera and Merle. The second from right is their cousin Elois Reed who was
rasied with them.

E

lsa was the third of their children.
She was born in October 1892 in San
Francisco. When she was seven months
old, the family moved to Berkeley. She
was educated in Berkeley public schools
graduating from Whittier School in 1907,
Berkeley High School in 1911, and the
University of California in 1915. While
in high school she was manager of the
woman’s basketball team and secretary of
the Agora (Debating Society).
At Cal she was on the woman’s rowing
crew. She, her brother Odie and sister
Sibyl, as well as others, took many hiking
trips on Mount Tamalpais. It was during
this time, while vacationing at Yosemite,
she met some people she liked and was
asked to stay longer. Her reply was “I
haven’t any money” to which they replied
“Why don’t you hit up Mrs. Curry for a
job!” She did and for about three years she
worked in the summer at Yosemite.
In December 1915, she married Walter C.
Leigh, whom she had known for several
years. She was married at her parent’s
home in Berkeley. They had three children,
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Marjorie born in 1919, Janet born in 1921
and Marston born in 1933. For many years,
the family went camping at Berkeley’s
Tuolumne and Echo camps, as well as
Yosemite.
Elsa lived in Berkeley her whole life, first at
1500 Arch St with her parents. Then, after
she married, she moved with her husband
to 2277 Vine St; and, after a few years,
her father had a house built for her and
her family at 1508 Arch. After her father
had died, and while her mother and sister
(Merle) went to Europe (1929-1932), she
returned to 1500 Arch Street along with
her family.
In early 1938, she and her husband built
a new home at 1515 Scenic and, later in
1938, they built another new house at 2350
Vine where she lived until she died. Her
husband passed away in February 1978 and
she followed in 1983 at age 90.
She was known as a quiet lady who would
never “toot her own horn”. As my father
says, “She was wise as a tree full of owls”. She
would let everyone else do the talking, but
when the time came, she had the answers.

T

he fourth child, Otis Reed Marston,
was born February 1894. He, too, was
educated in the Berkeley public schools,
graduating from Berkeley High School in
December 1911. In the Olla Podrida of
Christmas 1911 he listed his ambition to
swim the Golden Gale. The “Pod” of 1914
lists among the Berkeley High swimming
records an Otis Marston, holder of the 880
yard record.
Much later, when he was swimming
the Golden Gate, an event he did many
times, he somehow got, separated from his
accompanying boat. He was found and picked
up by a ferry near Yerba Buena Island; still
swimming away, unaware that he was miles
off course. He graduated from the University
of California in 1917 in Mechanical
Engineering and later went to Cornell.
During World War I, he enlisted in the U.S.
Navy. He served in the submarine “H-4”
but the war was over before he completed
his training. When he took his father, the
sea captain, aboard his sub, the Old Man
comments were “Damn ship isn’t safe!”
In the 1920’s he worked for Golden Gate
Music Company, where he was secretary-

treasurer. Later, from 1934-1937, he was
listed as a member of the Berkeley Board
of Education. He married Margaret
Garthwaite in 1925 and had three children:
Otis Garthwaite Marston born in 1926
and twin girls, Loel and Maradel were
born the next year. After his father passed
away in 1926, Odie assumed the running
of WH Marston Company, as he was the
oldest son and only male heir. Later around
1940, his sisters decided to break up the
corporation, which consisted of all the real
estate holdings, with each of the children
given properties in lieu of shares in the
corporation.
In the early 1940s, Odie became interested
in the Colorado River where he was in
charge of many boat trips. Eventually, he
became a noted authority on the Colorado
River where he was known as Doc
Marston. Odie built a home at 2333 Vine
Street in North Berkeley, where his yard
had one of the few private swimming pools
in Berkeley. The pool is still there.
His wife Margaret died in 1968. He
then lived alone until about 1973 when
he moved to the Bohemian Club in San
Francisco. Odie rented two suites of rooms:
one for him to live in and another to house
his archives. Upon his death in 1979, his
archives moved to the Huntington Library
in Southern California.

T

he fifth child, Vera, was born in Berkeley
in September of 1895. As with her other
siblings, she was educated in Berkeley public
schools. She also went to the University of
California and became a student in the early
public health nursing program. In 1918, she
went to France and Germany to work as a
nurse during World War I.
After the war she returned to Berkeley. She
answered a call for public health nurses
to serve the workers on the plantations
in Hawaii. There she met and married
a young engineer, Benjamin Rush.
They were married in Honolulu in June
1922. Ben and Vera had three children:
Benjamin ( Jr.) born in 1924, Dwight born
in 1928, and Janice born in 1938. The 1930
U.S. Census shows Ben (Sr.) working as
a civil engineer in public works and Vera
serving as a public kindergarten nurse.

During World War II, the U.S. government
encouraged anybody who could leave
Hawaii to do so. Vera and the children
moved to a house on Vine Street in
Berkeley that she inherited. After the war,
she returned to the Islands and sold the
Berkeley house. Vera’s husband Ben passed
away died in 1972. She passed away in 1979
partially as a result from burns from a fire.
The sixth and last of the Marston children
was Merle. She was born Berkeley in
October 1903. Like her other siblings, she
was educated in Berkeley public schools,
graduating from Berkeley High School.
She graduated in the class of 1927 from the
University of California where she was on
the swimming team.
Merle was interested in dance and theater.
The 1923 Berkeley City Directory shows
her as a dancing teacher. After the death
of Captain Marston in 1926, she and her
mother, Idela, traveled for three years
in France and Germany so Merle could
study further. When she returned in 1932,
the family built a
studio for her at 2330
Vine Street across
the street from her
brother Odie. There
she lived and taught
dance. The studio
was also hosted
other theatrical
productions. She had
many friends in the
Berkeley bohemian
set including Bernard
Maybeck’s daughter
Kerna.
In January 1934,
Merle married
Wymond “Jimmy”
Garthwaite, the
brother of Margaret
Garthwaite, the
wife of Merle’s older
brother Odie. They
were married in the
garden of 2330 Vine
Street. Her husband
was in the arts and
wrote advertising
copy among other
business pursuits.

They moved to a larger home across the
street, which also had a dance studio. They
had three children, Timothy born in 1935,
Terry born in 1938, and David born in
1947.
Merle was absolutely devastated by the
sudden death of her husband in December
1953. She had grown dependent on him as
she also had the same type of blindness as
her older sister Sibyl. After Jimmy’s death,
her health declined and she died in 1960.
Thus, for many years, there were a number
of Marston children in the 2300 block of
Vine Street and its environs. As of 1950,
Elsa and her family lived at the southwest
corner of Vine and Scenic (2350 Vine).
Across the street, at 1492 Scenic, lived her
sister Merle and her family, Halfway down
Vine Street and to the west was the house
of her brother, Otis and his family at 2333
Vine Street. And across the street at 2330
Vine Street lived their mother Idela.

Captain Marston with his wife Idela, daughter Elsa and granddaughter Marjorie,
circa 1919.
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Events

Tours

February 12 Walking Tour: Llamas on
the Paths, Berkeley Path Wanderers,
10:00am. For more information, call 510520-3876 or visit www.berkeleypaths.
org

Paramount Theater, first and third
Saturdays of each month, 10:00am. For
more information, call 510-893-2300 or
visit www.paramounttheatre.com/tour.
html

Please make checks out to BHS
Mail to: Berkeley Historical Society
PO Box 1190 Berkeley, CA 94701
I am interested in being a volunteer,
please call me

March 5 Walking Tour: Pedestrian
Safety Month, Berkeley Path Wanderers,
10:00am. For more information, call 510520-3876 or visit www.berkeleypaths.
org

House Tours

(Please print clearly)

March 10 Lecture: Islands of the Bay,
Oakland Heritage Alliance, 7:00pm. For
more information, call 510-763-9218 or
visit http://www.oaklandheritage.org

Membership Application
I would like to enroll as a member:
 Individiual $20  Family $25
 Contributor $50  Business $100
 Sponsor $100
I would like to contribute to the L.L.
Stein Endowment Fund: $

Name(s)
Address
City 		
State
Zip
Phone
E-mail*
*So we can notify you of special events
or confirm your reservation

March 22 Walking Tour: Albany Bulb
Photo Walk, Berkeley Path Wanderers,
10:00am. For more information, call 510520-3876 or visit www.berkeleypaths.
org
March 31 Lecture: Facade Easements,
Alameda Preservation Organization,
7:00pm. For more information, call
510-479-6489 or visit www.alamedapreservation.org/
April 21 Lecture: Italian Oakland,
Oakland Heritage Alliance, 7:00pm. For
more information, call 510-763-9218 or
visit www.oaklandheritage.org

Pardee House: Wednesdays and second
Saturdays 10:30am; second Sunday,
2:00pm, 672 11th Street. For more
information, call 510-444-2187 or visit
www.pardeehome.org
Meyer
House
Museum:
Fourth
Saturdays, 1:00-4:00pm, 2021 Alameda
Avenue, Alameda. For more information
call 510-521-1247 or visit www.
alamedamuseum.org/museum/meyers/
meyers.html
Cohen Bray House: Fourth Sundays,
2:00pm, 1440 29th Avenue, Oakland.
For more information call 510-536-1703
or visit www.cohenbrayhouse.org
Peralta
Hacienda:
WednesdaySaturday, 2:30 and 4pm, 2465 34th
Avenue, Oakland. For more information
call 510-532-9142 or visit www.
peraltahacienda.org

