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Family Bonds, Determination and a Small Community
Circle Paved the Way: Looking Back at the Griffin Family
By Margot, Merryl, Danielle and Joseph Dashiell, A Fourth Generation of the Griffin Family
Our grandmother, Julia Moore Griffin (b. 1883) recalled that “people in New Orleans thought California’s
streets were paved with gold.”  Nevertheless, even as segregation and political repression dug its heels into
Louisiana, she found contentment there.  Buffered by a protective mother and three older brothers from
the ever-present indignities of rampant de jure segregation, she was accomplished on the bass violin and a
graduate of the newly established Southern University, a historically Black institution. She enjoyed a rich
social life and taught elementary school in the Mississippi gulf town of Bay St. Louis.
For our grandfather, Thomas Richard Griffin, Jr. (known as Richard, b.1883) and his father, Thomas
Richard Griffin, Sr., poor economic opportunities for African Americans, the steady loss of civil rights,
the indignities imposed by segregation and the ever-present threat of physical danger compelled them to
leave the south.
Richard, who’d studied in New Orleans at Straight University, an African American college “for Colored
founded by the Congregational Church in 1868,” set out in 1901 at the age of 18 to make his way in
(continued on page 3)
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Just married in New Orleans, Richard and Julia
Griffin are on their way to Berkeley, 1914.
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The History Center is located in the
Veterans Memorial Building
1931 Center St., Berkeley, CA 94704
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(510) 848-0181
info@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org
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Carl Wikander. Born in Berkeley and resident in Berkeley since 1962, Carl
was an executive editor at Commerce Clearing House (now part of Reed
Elsevier) and an indexer at Matthew Bender (now part of LexisNexis).  He
has served on the boards of directors and as presidents of both the Berkeley
Historical Society and the Berkeley Architectural Heritage Association,
while also contributing to this newsletter and volunteering as a docent at our
History Center. He is currently a member of the Berkeley Historical Plaques
Project. We look forward to the influence of Carl’s propitious experience on
Exactly Opposite.

November 6, 2019 marked 85 years since the passage of a unique ballot
measure forming the East Bay Regional Park District, in the depths of the
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Great Depression.  The Berkeley Historical Society was represented at a gala
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celebrating that anniversary in the Tilden Park Environmental Education
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Center, featuring stories of notable contributors and historic exhibits. Dr.
John Aronovici & Ann Harlow
Aurelia Henry Reinhardt was honored as one of the EBRPD founders
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with the renaming of Redwood Regional Park, now Reinhardt Redwood
Berkeley Historical Society and in some cases Regional Park.  Dr. Reinhardt was the president of Mills College from 1916
by authors and/or photographers. Opinions
to 1943. Aurielia Henry, an 1898 Cal graduate, was married to George F.
expressed are those of the authors.
Reinhardt in 1909 at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley. She
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
was the only woman among the original five EBRPD founders, who also
included Professor August Vollmer, Thomas J. Roberts, Leroy R. Goodrich,
George Petty
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and Major Charles L. Tilden.  Their work in creating the District influenced
President
History Center Manager others as far away in time and distance as 43 years and 7,000 miles. In
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Australia, the Brisbane National & Recreation Park Committee based their
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organization on the EBRPD, establishing the Brisbane Forest Park in 1977.
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Your Exactly Opposite suggestions, questions and recollections are always
encouraged: email to president@berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.
							– George O. Petty

Lake Anza, Tilden Regional Park, October 22, 2019, 8:27 a.m. Photo
by George Petty.

(Family Bonds – continued from page 1)

Milwaukee.  He was determined to marry Julia Rosalie Moore, whom he’d met at a childhood birthday party. But first
he would have to make a living and it would not be below the Mason-Dixon Line.
After serving a parsonage in Iowa, Thomas Griffin Sr. lost his wife, Richard’s mother. Widowed in 1886 with two
young children, he returned to New Orleans where his sisters-in-law, Ida and Alice Marion James, could help rear his
two children.  Thomas married Alice and, finding work on the Southern Pacific Railroad, he migrated to Berkeley in
1903 with eight children.
Being in constant correspondence, Richard perceived the challenge his father was facing in supporting the large
family. To help make their life livable, Richard joined his “papa” and stepmother, whom he called “mama,” in
their rental at 1626 Russell St. He was 20. Working the trains as a waiter, Richard contributed to the family budget,
maintained and saved correspondence with Julia Moore.  They would marry and establish their home in Berkeley
eleven years later in 1914.
Though public facilities were not segregated in California, and African Americans could vote, discrimination
relegating African Americans to the lowest rung on the labor market ladder continued  up through the demonstrations
of the early 1960s and implementation of the Fair Employment Practices Commission championed by Assembly
members Gus Hawkins and Byron Rumford. The major media did not hire black staff, the public schools did so
only rarely, the white-owned establishments didn’t—not Mel’s Diner, not Woolworth’s Five and Dime, not the trade
unions. So what kept young people motivated to pursue an education?  We don’t know what gave family elders faith
in an educational payoff.  But the families in the current exhibit, the Reids, the Rumfords, the Griffins and later the
Howards, formed community ties never letting on that our job opportunities looked dim.  They stood between us and
the wider community, keeping our hopes up while they worked on breaking barriers down. The streets of California
were certainly not paved with gold but family support and close-knit community circles met the gold standard.
We hope to present additional programs related to our African American exhibit
in February and March. If you are not receiving our emails, please write to info@
berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org and request to be added to the list.

PREVIEW OF OUR NEXT EXHIBIT

Our next exhibit will be on “Berkeley’s Fascination with Food,” opening April 19, 2020. Among Berkeley’s other claims
to fame and “being first” is its reputation as the cradle of a new approach to food now characterized as the farm-to-table
movement. In addition to Alice Waters, Berkeley has been the home of food-related celebrities Bruce Aidells, Paul Bertolli,
Narsai David, Mollie Katzen, Samin Nosrat, Michael Pollan, Ruth Reichl and Jeremiah Tower, so the exhibit may include
profiles of each. (Send us your ideas of anyone we’ve missed.) Very early Berkeley restaurants and longtime establishments
that are now closed will be represented. Photos and text will highlight the food-related innovations of various Berkeley
institutions including UC. There will a section on the history of pizza in Berkeley and one on the bakers of artisan breads.
Menus, especially old ones, Berkeley cookbooks, matchbook covers, and packaging of Berkeley-based foods will be on
display. If you have Berkeley-food-related materials you would like to donate or lend, please contact Ann Harlow, ann@
annharlow.com. She also invites pithy quotes of 25 words or less about food in Berkeley. And we will be seeking restaurant
gift certificates and other donations for a silent auction event in conjunction with the exhibit.
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Thanks to some of our benefactors

LIFE MEMBERS

Bruce Africa, Susan Austin, Nancy and Peter Bickel, Kathleen Caine, Nelly and Mark
Coplan, Patriciaand Michael DeVito, Tom Edwards and Rebecca Parlette Edwards,
David Eifler, Susan Flagg, Phil & Phyllis Gale, Steve Greenberg and Liza Vainhagen,
Ann Harlow, Steve Jenner, George Petty, Linda and Steve Rosen, Susan Schwartz,
Bret and Rachel Taber, Ann Tussing, Burl Willes, Valerie Yasukochi.

$100 & ABOVE

Phillip Anderson, George Crowe, Phil and Jean Darnall, Daniel Douglas, Robert
Fabray & Susan Taylor, Bruce Fodiman, Edna Friedman, Darby Johnson, Judith Kysh,
Mara Melandry, Gary McDole, Ellen Murphy and Michael Gray, David Nicely, Jana
Olson, Richard Rahm, Ronald & Joan Sipherd, Thornwall Properties, Kristi Wessenberg, Charles Wollenberg, G.Michael Yovino-Young.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
BHS is completely run by volunteers, and we
welcome Berkeley history enthusiasts to get involved, even occasionally.
5
Following are some of the ways people volunteer. If any of these these interest you, please email president@
berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.
Docents greet HIstory Center visitors during open hours and sometimes assist them with research in readily available
materials like historic city directories. Some work weekly, some once or twice a month. We would like to have a few
more people available to substitute on occasion.
Archives assistants work on projects like entering data about photographs or other items into our collection database
and placing them in archival containers. They may also help visitors who make appointments to view items from the
archives.
Researchers, writers, editors and proofreaders may help develop materials for exhibits or for the quarterly
newsletter.
Events volunteers help with programs at the History Center (usually held on Sunday afternoons) and our booth at the
Solano Avenue Stroll (September).
Exhibit installation volunteers help with patching and painting walls, mounting exhibit photos and text, and the
like. Exhibits usually change twice a year; the next changeover will be during April.
We have numerous committees that could use some new members: Archives, Finance, Fundraising, House,
Membership, Newsletter, Oral History, Program, Publications, Publicity, Walking Tours and Website.
Currently, we are especially looking for people with expertise and interest in fundraising, WordPress and
Facebook.
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Researching Berkeley Houses
Alameda County Records
By George O. Petty
A significant part of the history of any Berkeley house is its succession of owners – the “chain of title.”  The Alameda
County Recorder’s Office keeps a record of ownership for each Berkeley property in its Grantor-Grantee Index,
which may be accessed by anyone at no charge.  Copies of the recorded documents are provided by the Office at
$3.50 per page.  Deeds contain buyers’ and sellers’ names and metes-and-bound descriptions of the property rather
than street addresses.  Grantee-Grantor records are listed by names.  Therefore, you will need the description of the
property you are searching to verify documents copied for you.
Purchasers are named in the Grantee list and Sellers in the Grantor list. You will therefore initiate your search with
the name of a known owner and work backwards to establish names of successive owners, the chain of title. Records
from 1969 to the present are computerized and can be searched at home online at:
https://www.acgov.org/auditor/clerk/propertysearch.htm.
At the first window, go to: Online > Official Public Records > Search Official Public Records
For this example I will use my own house, to avoid disturbing anyone’s privacy (although all of these records are
public). When we purchased the house in 1979, it was listed as having been built in 1929.
Using my name as purchaser (Grantee) of the home and the approximate range for the date of purchase, I initiated an
online search request for Grantee of a Deed as shown below in Figure 1.

Fig. 1
(continued on page 6)
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(Researching - continued from page 5)

The result of this search is as follows in Figure 2:

Fig. 2

Figure 2 shows that Petty bought the property from Newell in February 1979.  The next step is to determine from
whom Newell bought the property.  Initiate that search from the form shown in Figure 1, using the name Bruce Newell
as the Party Name for Grantee and date range 1/1/1969 to 2/16/1979.  The search produces the following result:

Fig. 3

Figure 3 shows that Newell (Grantee) bought the property from Gerber (Grantor) in 1976.  The next search, using
William Gerber as Grantee to determine from whom he purchased the property, will turn up more than one listing,
as was indicated by the (+) next to his name above in Figure 3.  Sure enough, the search 1969-1977 for Gerber as
Grantee of a Deed produces two transactions, in Figure 4:
(continued on page 7)
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(Researching - continued from page 6)

Fig. 4

The grant to Gerber in August 1976 is after his sale of the property to Newell, so that transaction must relate to a
different property.  The record of his purchase (remember, as Grantee) from the Fullers in April 1975 leads to a search
of Howard Fuller as Grantee before that date, with the following result:

						

Fig.5

The next search, at the Recorder’s Office, will be at one of the public computers after help from staff to bring up pre1969 Grantee Indices, to search for Bertha Keller’s purchase of the property.  These Indices are typewritten from 1946
forward, but written in cursive prior to that year.  The scanned Indices are divided into two- or three-letter groups
listed for each year.  Reviewing the J-K-L group listings for each year backwards from 1968, Bertha Keller appears
as purchaser in 1942 from Grantor Agnes Ray:
(continued on page 8)
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(Researching - continued from page 7)

Fig. 6

Searching Agnes Ray as Grantee back through 1929, the year it was listed as having been built, yields nothing so
Agnes must be the original owner.  Searching Agnes as Grantor ends this tour in 1929 with a Notice of Completion:

Fig. 7

Further research outside the Recorder’s Office has confirmed that the house was built by J.F. Altermatt for J.M. and
Agnes Ray, with completion just before the crash of 1929. Deeds of Trust recorded on June 1 and June 15, 1930, show
that the Rays borrowed $15,000 against the house shortly after the crash.  J.M. died in 1936 and his obituary described
him as a “Berkeley Capitalist.”  Undoubtedly there is a story worthy of further research.   It would be no surprise if a
chain of title search of your Berkeley house turned up equally fascinating information.
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Leon Wofsy, 1921-2019
Pioneering Immunologist, Lifelong Champion of Social Justice
By Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros
On August 25, 2019, Berkeley lost a distinguished professor and a passionate campaigner
for social justice, Leon Wofsy, who died after a remarkably full life, at age ninety-seven.

Leon Wofsy,
scientist and activist

When Leon Wofsy arrived at UC Berkeley in August of 1964 to take up a professorship
in the Department of Bacteriology and Immunology, he thought antibodies and antigens would be the main focus of his new life. However, on October 4, thousands of students surrounded a police car from which Mario Savio made his famous plea, and Wofsy
joined other faculty in support of the new Free Speech Movement (FSM). Two months
later, police swarmed Sproul Hall to haul hundreds of students off to jail. Standing on
Sproul’s steps, Leon Wofsy and another shocked professor decided to call a faculty meeting for that night, from which came the Committee of Two Hundred, which authored
the motion supporting the FSM, passed overwhelmingly by the Academic Senate a few
days later.

Given his background, it was natural that Leon Wofsy supported the students’ demands. Heretofore, Wofsy had spent the
majority of his life devoted to economic and social justice. Beginning as a boy during the Depression, continuing through
his years at City College of New York, and later, as the leader of the Labor Youth League, Leon’s life had been intertwined
with the Communist Party’s quest for economic rights for the poor and civil rights for minorities. As the Chair of the Communist Labor Youth League from 1949 to 1956 fighting McCarthyism, Leon was only too aware of the need to break the
mold of the “silent generation.” The anti-Communist prejudice which stymied Leon’s attempts to find employment in the
later fifties only made him more acutely aware of the need to stand up to intimidation.
Speaking out against the Vietnam War followed fast on the heels of the FSM, and Leon was active with the Faculty Peace
Committee. In May of 1968, it was Leon Wofsy who presided over the “illegal” Vietnam Commencement, in which close
to eight hundred students pledged that they would not join the Armed Forces as long as the U.S. conducted its “unjust and
immoral war.”
As protests continued apace with support for People’s Park, and Governor Reagan turned to militarized attacks on students
and citizenry, Leon once again intervened, this time in front of TV cameras, and interrupted Reagan’s staged excoriation of
“the eggheads” responsible for emboldening students. Leon’s heartfelt plea to stop the violence against the city won the day
and brought him kudos for his courage.
As Wofsy reflects in one of his interviews with the Berkeley Historical Society, it was the students’ protests which allowed
him to combine his former political life and his new academic life and to become an engaged academic, responding to both
the political and scientific revolutions of his times. With his scientific peers, Wofsy shared the promise that antibodies could
be used to attack diseases, including cancer. With professors from many different disciplines, he shared a political community which, in the seventies and eighties, went on to advocate not only for peace abroad and an end to apartheid in South
Africa, but also for racial equality on campus.
At UC Berkeley, Leon Wofsy championed the creation of an Ethnic Studies Department, and used the chairmanship of his
department to provide opportunities to people of color, as students and faculty members. His department became a supportive gathering place for minorities in all of the biological sciences.
Leon’s fight for social justice, as well as his charm and humanity, are best appreciated in Berkeley Historical Society’s interviews (found at http://www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org/oral-history.html or on YouTube under “Leon Wofsy”). There are
four interviews in all, the first focusing on the Free Speech Movement and the next three exploring the remarkable twists of
Leon’s life, from fighter for the Communist cause, to a distinguished immunologist, and finally to a political commentator
who was still blogging at age 97. Particularly telling is the episode in which Leon is thrown out of his own HUAC hearing.
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Carrie Hendrickson Gibbs

Suffragist, School Board Member,
President of the Berkeley Federation of Mothers’ Clubs
© Phyllis M. Housel Gale
I am honored to write about Carrie H. Gibbs, the
grandmother of Berkeley Historical Society members
John Underhill and his sister,  Ann U. Tussing.  Gibbs
was very active in Berkeley’s suffrage movement and
in many areas of Berkeley life.
Remarkably, Gibbs attended the Suffragists’ March on
March 3, 1913 in Washington, D.C. Many of us know
this famous event from its program cover (image at
left).
Ann Tussing shared with me two postcards sent to the
family. Tussing says she is fortunate to have them.

The postcard just above is Women Representing Foreign
Countries Suffragettes.  Gibbs wrote on the back “I didn’t
see any floats or the  first part of the foreign costumes”
The second postcard is Liberty and her Attendants  (Suffragette’s Tableau) in Front of Treasury Building,  On
the back of this post card she wrote: “You might think these people would be cold but the day was gorgeous. Couldn’t
have been better for the crowds and the marchers.  . . .  They said these tableaux were beautiful.”
Carrie H. Gibbs was the President of the Berkeley Federation of Mothers’ Clubs (1912-1913) and began her work
as a member of the School Board for three terms starting in 1915.
I am looking forward to learning  more about Carrie H. Gibbs and other Berkeley Suffragists.  If you and/or your
family have any “hidden” Berkeley suffragists, please contact me at p2gale@gmail.com or at 510-508-4389 so we
can celebrate them together.
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Support the Berkeley Historical Society
If you received this newsletter by mail, please check your mailing label, and if your membership has
expired, we hope to hear from you soon! If you are not yet a member or your membership has lapsed,
please consider joining the Berkeley Historical Society! Membership dues are the primary support for our
many activities. Members receive the quarterly newsletter and discounts on our walking tours and book
purchases. All dues and donations are tax deductible as provided by law. BHS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, federal
tax ID # 94-2619129. We are always looking for new members, so we invite you to share your newsletter
with friends who might be interested in Berkeley history, or bring a friend to visit the History Center.
For all questions or comments regarding membership, please contact Phyllis Gale, Membership Secretary,
at 510-508-4389 or p2gale@gmail.com.
MEMBERSHIP  I would like to support BHS through a one-year membership:       NEW

RENEWAL

                   Individual $25      Family $30
Contributor $50
Sponsor $100
                               Life Member $500
   Business $100            Student/Low Income  $15      

   

  

                               I would like to give a Gift of Membership to __________________________________
(Please include separate form or piece of paper with recipient name(s), address, phone number, and email.)
DONATION  I would like to support BHS through a gift:
  To the General Operating Fund  $______         To the Louis Stein Endowment Fund  $______
                I have historic materials I may be interested in donating (or lending for scanning); please contact me.     
            Notes:
        __________________________________________________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER I am interested in volunteering at the Berkeley Historical Society. Please have someone
contact me. Notes:

         __________________________________________________________________________________________

Name(s)___________________________________ Phone______________Email________________________
(We use your email to notify you of special events, confirm event reservations, or send the receipt for a credit card charge)

Mailing Address____________________________________ City______________ State___ ZIP___________
PAYMENT INFORMATION: Total amount $________     Cash       Check (payable to BHS)      Credit card
I agree to the one time only charge of  $ ________  to my credit card payable to the Berkeley Historical Society for
membership dues and/or other donations. A receipt will be emailed. Credit card information will be destroyed once
payment is validated. More information on the BHS credit card authorization policy and privacy policy can be found at
www.berkeleyhistoricalsociety.org.

Signature ________________________________________ Date ________________

Mastercard
Visa
Discover
Amex

Name on card

Card number

Expiration
date

Security Cardholder
code
zipcode

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Berkeley Historical Society, P.O. Box 1190, Berkeley, CA 94701. Thank you!
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The Fuchsia
Berkeley’s Official Flower
Berkeley, A Look Back: Fuchsias Flourishing in 1938
By Steven Finacom October 2, 2013
Seventy-five years ago, “acting upon the recent suggestion
of the Berkeley Garden Club that the fuchsia be named
the official flower of Berkeley during the Golden Gate
International Exposition, City Manager Hollis Thompson
informed the Council that it had been recommended by
the Park Department that Berkeley appoint a committee
composed of representatives of organizations engaged in
gardening and representatives of garden clubs to officially
select a flower to represent Berkeley next year,” the
Berkeley Gazette reported Oct. 4, 1938.
Janis Berquist of the American Fuchsia Society tells me
that the national group was organized in Berkeley in 1929.
In 1955, Victor Reiter Sr. and his son Victor Reiter Jr., of
San Francisco, hybridized a fuchsia they named Fuchsia
Berkeley, “a profuse, pale rose over a darker rose double
with a lax habit of growth.” It won a Certificate of Merit
from the Society and is still around, occasionally available
from fuchsia growers. Because of a mite that devastated
traditional fuchsias in the 1980s, the profusion of shrub,
standard, and hanging fancy fuchsias that used to
decorate stylish patios and porches throughout the Bay
Area has largely disappeared. However, there are newer
mite-resistant fuchsias and a couple of old varieties that
still soldier on.
(Reprinted in part with permission)

Pictured above is a fence recently placed
around the front garden of the Veterans
Building and the Korean War monument. This
was constructed by the City of Berkeley at
the request of the Historical Society to protect
the monument and eleminate the trash and
vandalism to the site.
The Society hopes to soon place plants in the
garden area, possibly including a fuchsia.
Illustrated at the top left is the Fuchsia Berkeley,
a little different from “Old Berkeley Fuchsia” at
Annie’s Annuals.

